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HIPAA Policy

The Missouri Southern State University Sports Medicine Department is dedicated to providing quality health care to our student athletes as part of a team approach that includes physicians, physical therapists, and other health care professionals and providers.  The privacy of the information protected by this policy will be upheld by all MSSU employees, volunteers, student assistants, physicians, physical therapists, and other associated health care providers. As a consequence of this integrated health care setting, the members of the sports medicine team who are directly involved with the treatment of individual student athletes at MSSU must share protected health care information.  Only information directly relating to the nature of the injury or illness, treatment or procedures, plan of care, payment for treatment or procedures, and the coordination of health care, and benefits will be exchanged.  Missouri Southern State University is not responsible for the acts of those outside of University employment.

All of those who are involved with the care of MSSU athletes will generate documentation.  This documentation must be shared in cases where there is a coordination among providers (sending medical information to a specialist for a referral).  

The MSSU Sports Medicine must communicate with insurance companies, billing services, the office staff of associated medical providers, and medical supply vendors. The MSSU Sports Medicine staff must disclose appropriate medical information to coaches (only in the sport of participation) and strength and conditioning coaches to provide a safe playing environment for the injured athlete.  The MSSU Sports Medicine staff participates in various research projects through our physicians, Physical Therapists, other institutions, the NATA, and the NCAA.  In these cases only information directly related to the research is communicated; the student athletes’ identity remains anonymous. Appropriate information will be shared with the academic counseling staff and administrators to support the academic challenges student athletes sometimes face.  The MSSU and MIAA sports information department and related media outlets will receive information about general injury area and playing status.

MSSU student athletes have the right to privacy concerning their medical information. Requests to have information withheld or disclosed in specific cases or circumstances must be made in writing and notarized.  Missouri Southern State University reserves the right to change the terms of this policy with out prior notice.  Changes will apply to information already held as well as information received after changes occur.  Changes will be posted by the Athletic Department and will be made available to student athletes.

Any questions concerning the privacy of student athletes’ medical information may be directed to the Head Athletic Trainer.  
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