


NORTHEAST-10
SEASON IN REVIEW

• 19 Northeast-10 teams advanced to the NCAA Champi-
onships along with three individuals.  Only the PSAC (24) 
had more teams represented in NCAA postseason play.

• 11 different Northeast-10 institutions participated in 
NCAA post-season play which is the most among Divi-
sion II institutions.  The PSAC also had 11 institutions 
represented. 

•  UMass Lowell and Stonehill men’s and women’s cross 
country teams advanced to the NCAA Championships in 
Slippery Rock, Pa.  Also advancing as individuals were 
Bentley’s Melissa Nash and Southern Connecticut’s Chris 
Croff and Joseph Poulsen. 

• UMass Lowell ! eld hockey advanced to its second-
straight NCAA Championship Final appearance.  

• Saint Rose won its ! rst East Regional Championship de-
feating Mercyhurst 3-2 to advance to the NCAA semi! nals 
in Tampa, Fla. 

• New Haven became the ! rst Northeast-10 school to 
advance to the NCAA Division II volleyball Elite Eight.  
The Chargers won their ! rst East Regional Final since 2002 
after defeating Dowling in ! ve sets, 3-2.

•  14 student-athletes were named to the 2008-2009 ESPN 
The Magazine Academic All-District Team.

Football - Jared Kawadler (Bentley) and Kevin Bonnett 
(Stonehill)
Men’s Soccer - Chris Lipsett (Bentley), Johan Torstensson 
(Franklin Pierce) and Matt Delaney (So. New Hampshire) 
Women’s Soccer - Brittany Ester, Melissa Hagmire and 
Rachel Smith (Franklin Pierce), Caitlin Hall (Merrimack), 
Kailey Egbert (Saint Rose) and Cary Rivett (So. New 
Hampshire)
Volleyball -  Rhe-Ann Niles and Yael Rosner (New Haven)

• Franklin Pierce’s Angelika Johansson and New Haven’s 
Rhe-Ann Niles and Yael Rosner were named to the ESPN 
The Magazine Academic All-America teams for their 
respective sports. 

• Le Moyne College received this year’s Sportsmanship 
Award in women’s soccer marking the third straight year 
that they have been honored. The Dolphins are the only 
fall team to receive the sportsmanship award in each year 
the award has been given. 

2008 Fall Sportsmanship Award Recipients
Men’s Cross Country - Saint Anselm
Women’s Cross Country - Saint Rose
Field Hockey - Southern Connecticut

Football - Assumption
Men’s Golf - American International

Men’s Soccer - New Haven
Women’s Soccer - Le Moyne

Volleyball - Merrimack 



• UMass Lowell captured its second NCAA Men’s 
East Region Championship in nine years. Ruben 
Sanca won the individual title and was named the 
NCAA East Region Runner of the Year, earning a 
place on the All-East Region Team for the fourth 
straight year. 

• UMass Lowell advanced to their eighth 
straight trip to the NCAA Division II National 
Championships.  Also advancing were the 
Skyhawks of Stonehill College and two indi-
vidual runners from Southern Connecticut 
State University, Chris Croff and Joseph 
Poulsen. 

• At the Northeast Regionals, eight of the top ten 
! nishers were runners from NE-10 institutions. 

• Three Northeast-10 schools ! nished in the ! nal Top 
25 Division II National Poll.  UMass Lowell 
! nished ranked eighth followed by Stonehill 
at 15 and Southern Connecticut at 25. 

• Six Northeast-10 schools ! nished ranked in 
the ! nal NCAA Division II East Region Poll.  

1. UMass Lowell
2. Stonehill

3. Southern Connecticut
4. Adelphi

5. Saint Rose
6. Bentley

7. Merrimack

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS
• After ! nishing second in the Northeast-10 
Championships in 2007, UMass Lowell’s Ruben 
Sanca ! nished ! rst in this year’s championship ! nishing 
with a time of 24:33.

• Southern New Hampshire’s senior Alex Brown posted 
the fastest 8K time in program history (26:41) at the 
UMass Dartmouth Invitational. He now owns the three 
fastest times in program history.

• The College of Saint Rose men’s team posted its best 
! nish ever the NCAA East Regional Championships.  
The Golden Knights had three runners cross the ! nish 
line in the top-35 of a ! eld with 167 entries.

MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
SEASON IN REVIEW

2008 Major Award Winners

Athlete of the Year
Ruban Sanca, UMass Lowell

Freshman of the Year
Carlos Montrond, UMass Lowell

Coach of the Year
Gary Gardner, UMass Lowell



• UMass Lowell senior Christina DaLomba  won the 
individual title at the NCAA East Regionals and led 
UMass Lowell to its second NCAA East Region title in 
four years.

• UMass Lowell and Stonehill advanced to the NCAA 
Division II National Championships.  Bentley’s Melissa 
Nash also advanced as an individual.  

• At the Northeast Regionals, eight of the top ten 
! nishers were runners from NE-10 institutions. 

• UMass Lowell ! nished the season ranked 25th on 
the ! nal NCAA Division II National Poll.

• Seven Northeast-10 schools ! nished ranked in 
the ! nal NCAA Division II East Region Poll.  

1. UMass Lowell
2. Stonehill

3. Adelphi
4. Bentley

5. Saint Rose
6. Philadelphia

7. Saint Anselm
8. Georgian Court

t.9. Merrimack
t.9. Le Moyne

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS
•  Bentley senior Melissa Nash became the 
fourth Northeast-10 champion in Bentley 
women’s cross country history when she outran 
the ! eld with a time of 18:19. She’s the Falcons’ 

! rst champion since Julie Doherty since 2001. 
Nash ! nished her career by placing 61st in the 
NCAA Division II Championships. It was a career-

high and her third straight top-75 ! nish. Nash, in 
25 career cross country races, was Bentley’s number 
one ! nisher 24 times.

• The Saint Rose women’s team registered its best ! n-
ish ever at the NCAA East Regional Championships. 

The women’s squad had ! ve runners among the top-41 
in a ! eld that included 166 participants. 

• Saint Michael’s senior Mary Lynn Denholm became 
the ! rst female in school history to win the Vermont 
State Championships.  She ran the 5k course in 18:52.1, 
besting the runner-up from Middlebury by three-tenths 
of a second. 

• Senior Joanne Smith posted the fastest 6k time by a 
Saint Rose runner in 10 years after crossing the line in 
23:34 at the Brooks Paul Short Run that was hosted by 
Lehigh University on Friday.

WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
SEASON IN REVIEW

2008 Major Award Winners
Athlete of the Year

Christina DaLomba, UMass Lowell

Freshman of the Year
Jill Alves, Stonehill 

Coach of the Year
Andrew Rickert, Saint Rose



FIELD HOCKEY
SEASON IN REVIEW

•  Bentley won its eighth overall and ! rst Northeast-
10 Championship since 2002 with a 1-0 overtime 
victory over UMass Lowell. 

•  Three Northeast-10 schools advanced to this 
year’s NCAA Division II Tournament, including 
Bentley, UMass Lowell and Southern Connecticut. 

•  UMass Lowell advanced to the NCAA Cham-
pionship Final for the fourth time six years after 
defeating Bentley 3-2 in the semi! nals.  The 
River Hawks appeard in the ! nals in 2003, 
2005 and 2007 prior to this season and cap-
tured the title in 2005.  

• Eleven Northeast-10 athletes were named 
to the NFHCA Division II All-American 
Teams.  Seven studen-athletes were named 
to the First Team, including NE-10 Player 
of the Year Michelle Harrington and Defen-
sive Player of the Year Missy Seeley. First 
Team inlcuded Bentley’s Meg Rhama, UMass Low-
ell’s Harrington, Sammy Macy and Seeley, Saint Michael’s 
Andrea Slaven, Southern Connecticut’s Whitney Martin and 
Stonehill’s Jackie Ladino. Second Team members consisted of 
American International’s Stephanie Laskey, Bentley’s Alyssa 
Sliney, UMass Lowell’s Laura Sullivan and Stonehill’s Kerri 
Sullivan. 

• Four Northeast-10 schools ! nished the season ranked in the 
! nal STX/NFHCA Division II National Coaches Poll.  UM-
ass Lowell ! nished ranked fourth followed by Bentley being 
ranked sixth and Southern Connecticut and Stonehill tied 
ranked eighth. 

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS
• Saint Michael’s head coach Carla Hesler recorded her 200th 
career victory as a college coach with a 3-0 victory over 
Assumption on Oct. 19.  In a 
combined 22 year career she is 
currently 202-179-8. 

•  American International 
senior Stephanie Laskey was 
named second-team all-Amer-
ican NFHCA.  She is the ! rst 
Yellow Jacket to earn NFHCA 
all-American honors since the 
program began in 1996.

• Bentley won 16 straight games, 
the longest streak since the team 
won 19 straight back in 2004.

• Saint Michael’s senior Andrea 
Slaven set the school record for ca-
reer scoring this year.  She ! nished 
her career with 117 points. 

• Franklin Pierce freshman goal-
keeper Kristin Tormollan was fea-
tured in the “Faces in the Crowd” 
section of the December 8 issue of 
Sports Illustrated.

2008 Major Award Winners

Player of the Year
Michelle Harrington, UMass Lowell

Freshman of the Year
Stephanie Sideris, Bentley

Defensive Player of the Year
Missy Seeley, UMass Lowell

Goalkeeper of the Year
Kristin Tormollan, Franklin Pierce

Coach of the Year
Shannon Hlebichuk, UMass Lowell



FOOTBALL
SEASON IN REVIEW

2008 Major Award Winners

MVP
Travis Poole, American Int’l

Offensive Player of the Year
John Wiechman, So. Connecticut

Defensive Player of the Year
Jerome Pinckney, So. Connecticut

Offensive Lineman of the Year
Ed Peters, So. Connecticut

Defensive Lineman of the Year
Jean Simeon, American Int’l

Freshman of the Year
Marc Wilson, Saint Anselm

Co-Coaches of the Year
Art Wilkins (AIC) and Richa Cavanaugh (SCS)

• With its 34-29 win at Merrimack, American Interna-
tional won its ! rst ever Northeast-10 Regular Season 
Title.  In the process, the Yellow Jackets extended their 
school-record 15-game winning streak dating back to the 
2007 season. 

• For the seventh straight season the Northeast-10 had 
teams represented in the NCAA Division II Tourna-
ment.  American International received its ! rst-ever 
NCAA bid, while Southern Connecticut made its 
fourth straight appearance. 

•  Five Northeast-10 student-athletes were named 
to the Daktronics, Inc. Division II All-Super Region 1 

Football Team, including First Team selections Ed Peters 
(SCS) and Jean Simeon (AIC), while Travis Poole (AIC), 
Andrew Jackson (MER) and Jerome Pinckney (SCS) were 
named to the Second Team. 

• American International ! nished the year ranked third 
in the NCAA Division II Super Regional Poll along with 
Southern Connecticut who ! nished ! fth.  The Yellow 
Jackets also ! nished the season ranked in the ! nal AFCA 
Division II Coaches Poll, ranked 25th.

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS
 
•  Merrimack senior defensive back Andrew Jackson 
became the ! rst football player in Warrior’s history to 
earn ! rst-team All-American honors from the American 
Football Coaches Association.

• Bentley senior John Studley recorded the sixth 1,000-
yard receiving season in school history, ! nishing with 
1,031. His 82 catches this season was the second highest 
total in school history, and he ! nished his career third on 
Bentley’s all-time lists (154 for 1,893).

• Merrimack senior Mike O’Brien set the single-season 
school record for interceptions in a year with six.

• Assumption’s Joey Fabiano’s 62 receptions this season 
tied for the most in a single season and his eight touch-
down catches this season tied the single-season record. 

• Freshman quarterback Marc Wilson became the ! rst 
1,000 yard rusher in Saint Anselm history as he ! nished 
his rookie season with 1,214 yards, breaking the old 
single-season mark of 951 yards. He also shattered the 
single-season record for rushing attempts with 270, break-
ing the previous record of 193.



MEN’S SOCCER
SEASON IN REVIEW

•With its 1-0 victory over Le Moyne, the Penmen 
of Southern New Hampshire claimed their third 
Northeast-10 Championship in school history.  The 
Penmen previously won the NE-10 championship in 
2000 and 2002. 

• Four Northeast-10 schools received bids to this 
year’s NCAA Division II Tournament, including 
Franklin Pierce, Le Moyne, UMass Lowell and 
Southern New Hampshire. 

• Southern New Hampshire’s Adrian Schippers 
was named the East Region Player of the Year 
and highlighted a list of student-athletes named to 
this year’s NCAA Division II Daktronics East Region team.  
The NE-10 had 14 players named to the team, including 
eight on the First Team. 

• Southern New Hampshire head coach Marc Hubbard 
was named the NSCAA/adidas Division II East Region 
Coach of the Year.  

•Eleven Northeast-10 student-athletes were named to the 
NSCAA/adidas Division II All-East Region Team. 

• Five Northeast-10 schools 
! nished the season 
ranked in the ! nal NCAA 
Division II East Region 
Poll headed by Southern 
New Hampshire at No. 1 
followed by UMass Lowell  
(3), Le Moyne (4), Franklin 
Pierce (6) and Merrimack (7). 

•UMass Lowell was among 
three Northeast-10 schools 
ranked in the ! nal NSCAA/
adidas Division II Poll as the 
River Hawks ! nished the year 
ranked ninth.  Southern New 
Hampshire and Franklin Pierce 
! nished the season ranked 11th 
and 16th respectively. 

2008 Major Award Winners

Player of the Year
Adrian Schippers, So. New Hampshire

Freshman of the Year
Viktor Goncalves, Franklin Pierce

Co-Defensive Players of the Year
Bisharra Ettienne (FPU) and 

Ancil Farrier (SCS)

Goalkeeper of the Year
Sean Lambert, So. New Hampshire

Coach of the Year
Marc Hubbard, So. New Hampshire



WOMEN’S SOCCER
SEASON IN REVIEW

•Saint Rose claimed its second-straight Northeast-10 
Championship after converting all ! ve of their kicks in the 
penalty kick shootout to defeat Franklin Pierce after play-
ing to a 1-1 tie after regulation and two overtime periods. 
This marked the ! rst time that the women’s soccer ! nal 
needed a penatly kick shootout to determine a winner.  

•Three Northeast-10 schools were among the 48 teams 
that participated in this year’s NCAA Division II Tourna-
ment, including Franklin Pierce, Merrimack and Saint 
Rose.  The Golden Knights advanced all the way to the 
semi! nals marking the second straight season the NE-10 
had a team in the semi! nals.

•Franklin Pierce’s Angelika Johansson was named the East 
Region Player of the Year and highlighted a list of student-
athletes named to this year’s NCAA Division II Daktronics 
East Region Team.  The NE-10 had six players named to 
the ! rst team and ! ve named to the second team. 

• In the ! nal NCAA Division II East Region 
Poll, the Northeast-10 had six out of 
the ten teams ranked.  Franklin Pierce 
led the way ranked second followed 
by Saint Rose (3rd), Merrimack (6th), 
Southern Connecticut (7th), UMass 
Lowell (9th) and Southern New Hamp-
shire (10th). 

• When it was all said and done two 
Northeast-10 schools found themselves 
ranked nationally in the ! nal NSCAA/

adidas Division II Poll.  Saint Rose ! nished 
ranked fourth, while Franklin Pierce was 
ranked 20th. 

•  Saint Rose head coach Laurie Darling Gutheil 
was named the NSCAA/adidas Division II East 
Region Coach of the Year.

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS
 • Saint Rose strung together a historic season 
that concluded with the team’s ! rst NCAA East 
Regional Championship and an appearance in the 

national semi! nals.  The Golden Knights also set a school 
record for wins (20) in a season. 

• New Haven’s Selina Moylan saw her ! rst action at the 
international level on Sept. 17 when she was called up and 
played for the Republic of Ireland National Team. 

•  Merrimack clinched a winning season for the 25th con-
secutive year - adding to its current NCAA record.

• Franklin Pierce received its NCAA Division II record 
17th straight appearance in the NCAA Tournament. 

2008 Major Award Winners

Player of the Year
Angelika Johansson, Franklin Pierce

Freshman of the Year
Jenna Mallico, So. Connecticut

Defensive Player of the Year
Rachel Smith, Franklin Pierce

Goalkeeper of the Year
Jamie Gillis, UMass Lowell

Coach of the Year
Gabe MeJail, Merrimack



VOLLEYBALL
SEASON IN REVIEW

• New Haven, in its ! rst season as a member of the 
Northeast-10, won its ! rst ever NE-10 Championship over 
Merrimack, 3-2. 

• New Haven was among three Northeast-10 schools to 
receive bids to the NCAA Division II Tournament.  Bentley 
made its ! fth straight appearance and tenth overall, while 
Merrimack received a berth for the second straight season. 

• For the ! rst time since 2002, New Haven advanced to 
the NCAA Division II Elite Eight after winning the East 
Regional becoming the ! rst Northeast-10 school to do so.

• Four Northeast-10 schools found themselves ranked in 
the ! nal NCAA Division II East Region Poll.  New Ha-
ven led the way ranked ! rst followed by Bentley (3rd), 
Merrimack (5th) and Franklin Pierce (9th). 

 • Six Northeast-10 student-athletes were named to the 
NCAA Division II AVCA East Region Team, including 
Bentley’s Alex Kearney and Tori Piskulick, Merrimack’s 
Molly Cindric and New Haven’s Charisse Cotton, Rhe-Ann 
Niles and Yael Rosner.  In addition, New Haven head coach 
Robin Salters was named East Region Coach of the Year. 

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS
• New Haven’s Rhe-Ann Niles earned AVCA Division II 
All-American honors being named to 
the ! rst team.  Teammates Charisse 
Cotton and Yael Rosner were named 
AVCA Honorable Mention. 

• Merrimack’s Molly Cindric became 
the ! rst All-American in school history 
for volleyball earning AVCA Honor-
able Mention honors. 

• Bentley senior Tori Piskulick ! n-
ished her career ranking ! rst in school 
history in assists (4,604), sixth in digs 
(1,213) and ! fth in aces (205).  Junior 
Alex Kearney became only the fourth 
player in school history to accumulate 
both 1,000 career kills and 1,000 digs.

• Stonehill senior Katherine Masson 
became just the ! fth player in school 
history to record 1,000 career kills.
 
•  New Haven head coach Robin 
Salters won her 400th career match 
on Sept. 6 at the Bentley Invitational.  
Salters became the 17th active coach to 
record 400 career wins or more.  She 
now has 429 career victories. 

• Merrimack posted 20 wins for the 
! rst time in school history while 
advancing to its second career and 
consecutive NCAA tournament. 

2008 Major Award Winners

Player of the Year
Rhe-Ann Niles, New Haven

Setter of the Year
Yael Rosner, New Haven

Libero of the Year
Cassie Kraft, Bentley

Freshman of the Year
Ellisha Terry, American Int’l

Coach of the Year
Joey Pacis, Merrimack



NORTHEAST-10 FALL CHAMPIONS


