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	WHAT YOU 

SHOULD KNOW
NCAA REGULATIONS
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As a friend of Missouri Southern State University and supporter of its athletic program, the NCAA requires that you adhere to the same regulations as the coaches, administrators and staff members in the athletics department.  Because of this, it is important that you be aware of the rules that govern athletics so that you can avoid unintentional rule violations.  Such infractions can be embarrassing to you and harm the athletic program and the students of Missouri Southern State University.

YOU ARE AN MSSU “ATHLETICS REPRESENTATIVE”

The NCAA considers you a team member and gives you the title “Athletics Representative” if you have done one or more of the following:

· Been a member of the Lionbacker Booster Club or promoted MSSU intercollegiate athletics through any other organization.

· Made a financial contribution to the athletics department, whether done directly or through a booster organization.

· Assisted in the recruitment of prospects or have ever had an athletic department staff member request your assistance.

· Promoted the athletic program of Missouri Southern State University in any other manner.

If you have been involved in any of the above activities, you are bound by the NCAA’s governing regulations.  Once you have been identified as an athletic representative, you retain this identity permanently.  “Once an athletics representative, always an athletics representative.”

CONTACT WITH CURRENTLY ENROLLED STUDENT-ATHLETES
      PLEASE FEEL FREE TO INVITE:

· A student-athlete to your home for a home cooked meal but only for infrequent and special occasions (e.g., Thanksgiving, Birthday).  Remember that transportation may be provided to student-athletes to attend such meals, only when the meal function is at the home of that representative and on an occasional basis.

· A team for dinner or to meet with a group of alumni in a city where they are competing.  The NCAA permits student-athletes AS A TEAM to receive special benefits not permitted as individuals.  Arrangements for such events must be made in advance with the head coach or the athletics department.

CONTACT WITH HIGH SCHOOL & TWO-YEAR STUDENT-ATHLETES (PROSPECTIVE STUDENT-ATHLETE (PSA)-any student in ninth grade and older)
Only coaches and athletics department staff members may be involved in the recruiting process.  All “athletics representatives” who are not employed by the university are prohibited from contacting a prospect or members of the prospects family by phone or in-person off-campus visits for the purpose of recruiting a PSA.

      PLEASE FEEL FREE TO:

· Attend high school and two-year college athletic events.  You simply cannot have any contact with the prospective student-athletes or relatives. 

· Attend a public event (e.g., a high school awards banquet or dinner) at which prospects are in attendance.  No attempt should be made to recruit the prospect.

· Offer assistance to members of the institution’s coaching staff who are recruiting in your community.

· Assist the coaching staff in the recruiting process by notifying them of any student you think would be a strong addition to the MSSU athletics program.

· Continue friendships with families who have prospective or enrolled student-athletes (e.g. backyard barbecues, picnics, etc.).  You cannot provide benefits to the student-athlete that you were not providing before he or she became a prospect or enrolled student-athlete.

EMPLOYMENT OF PROSPECTIVE & ENROLLED STUDENT-ATHLETES

      PLEASE FEEL FREE TO:

· Pay student-athletes for work actually performed and at a rate commensurate with the going rate for similar services in the community and your own business.

· Notify the head coaches of job possibilities for student-athletes. NCAA regulations are much more lenient if the employer initiates the contact rather than a member of the athletic/coaching staff seeking employment for athletes.  

· Notify the compliance coordinator that you have hired a student-athlete.

WHAT YOU SHOULD AVOID

      YOU MAY NOT:
· Give cash or other tangible items (e.g., clothes, cars, jewelry, electronic/stereo equipment)

· Co-sign or provide a loan of any kind for a prospect, a currently enrolled student-athlete or their family or friends

· Provide use of an automobile

· Offer employment to relatives or friends of a prospect

· Promise employment after college education

· Provide transportation within or outside of the campus area (e.g., from campus to your home, from the airport to campus, to summer job, etc.)

· Provide free or reduced-cost services, rentals, purchases or housing

· Provide a benefit connected with on or off campus housing (e.g., individual television sets or stereo equipment, specialized recreational facilities)

· Provide promise of financial aid for post-graduate education

· Entertain or contact a prospect or prospect’s family off-campus

Participation in any non-permissible activities, outlined by the NCAA, could result in any of the following:

· A prospective student-athlete (PSA) declared ineligible to represent MSSU

· A student-athlete declared ineligible to compete

· The entire team declared ineligible to complete in any conference or NCAA competition

· NCAA sanctions imposed on the MSSU

· Your involvement with the institution’s athletics program being restricted or revoked

Missouri Southern State University supports the spirit, as well as the strict interpretation, of all NCAA regulations.  The University voluntarily participates in the NCAA and accepts the obligation and responsibility to uphold the principles of the legislation and to operate its athletic program in compliance with the rules and regulations of the association.

